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Graham Worthy, Ph.D

Texas Yarine ¥ammal Stranding Network
4700 Avenue U

Galveston, Texas 77550

RE: TJursiopbs GA 286

Dear Dr. Worthy:

This will report to vou my findings in the case of the Tursions referenced zbove.
Mv opinion 1is based mainly on the gross aucopsy examination, since studv of
histologic materials was very limited, owing to the animal havirng besn frozen.
A summary of the gross autopsy findings attached. A detailed descript:l £ %
histopathology is availabie.

Given the information available, I don't know whv this animsl came asfore A1l
the things I found were o0id, such as pleural zdhesions. There is no reascn for
old, scarred processes to cause the animal to strand. Freezing wo ZfecTivel

obscure any subtle findings, such as hepatitis or cardiomvopath
interesting finding was of dilatation of the renal colliecting svs
obstruction due to thickering of the lining urothelium. I don't
that. Otrhers have attributed proliferation of h urothelium to toxXic exposure.,
although I would expect that to have affected both sides. A more likely
explanation in this animal would be a previowus parasitic festation. although
I could not identify a parasite.
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There was a granuloma in 2 lung caused by a _ungworm. nis is very common., as

vou know.
Sincerely,

/2N

Dan:iel F. Cowan, “.D.
Professor of Pathology



GA 286 Tursiops truncatus maie 178.3 cm

Collected December 12, 1989. Brazoria county, 0.3 miles east of the mouth »F the
Brazos river. Deemed to be in fresh condition {Cocde Z)

Autopsy Julw 26, 1991. Animal had been frozen.

Externally, goocd condition, a few skin lesions, mostly around the head. No

distinguishing marks.

Internal examination: Extensive adhesions of the _ung to the chest wall on the

right side. A 4 cm adhesion on the left, around the %th rib area, lateraliv.
Adhesions between the stomach and the left lobe of the liver. The pelvo—calivceal

system of the left kidney is extensively dilated.
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